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Clonmell, March 7, 1762. 


SER; 

5 with Fa ſurprize and indignation, 
juſt now I am informed, that five thou- 
ſand men are to be raiſed in this Kingdom 
for the ſervice of a foreign Prince; ſurprized, 
that any man ſhould dare to make ſuch a pro- 


poſal to to our government, and not a little moved 
Aa = with 


bo. I'S 
with indignation, that it mould be readily ac- 


cepted. That ſuch a number of Papiſts ſhould 
be incorporated together under Papiſt Officers, 


in a country ſcarce able to defend itſelf againſt 
them, when diſperſed, and. unlicenſed as they 
now are to bear arms, is a thing, at firſt view, 
ſo aſtoniſhing, that nothing but the actual exe- 
cution of ſuch a deſign, can with me gain it 
credit, or induce me to think, that the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt of this kingdom is fo little re- 
garded by ourſelves, or our neighbours ; that 
our lives and properties, are to be trifled with ; 
and ſo fair an open given for an invaſion on both, 
by either foreign or domeſtic Foes. 7 | 


Though I no way doubt, you ſee this ſcheme 
(if ſuch a one there be) in a more extended view, 
with all its conſequences, than I pretend to do; 


yet, permit me to lay before you my own ſenſe, 


as well as that of all I converſe with, and ſup- 
poſe to be friends to their country, of this, to 
| us, very ſtrange proceeding. 


In whatſoever light we view it, we ſee nothing 

but certain, very great diſtreſs, and, probable, 
ruin to this nation. | To begin with the leaſt of 
our diſtreſſes : if the ſcheme take effect, ſuch a 
number of uſeful hands taken out of counties, 


already half unpeopled, muſt put an end to 
_ 


\ 


N 


tillage and manufaCtures there, or, at leaſt, leſſen 
the value of land, by raiſing the price of labour, 


if it prove practicable to get labourers at any 


price, which ſeems not likely to happen, and 
the depopulation muſt encreaſe, more ways than 
one, till at length, thoſe counties become abſo- 


lute deſarts: for, it is not only the loſs of fo 


many preſent hands will be felt, by taking ſuch _ 


a number away; but the irretrievable deficiency 
which muſt happen in a ſucceeding generation, 
through want of increaſe, will, at laſt, end in de- 
ſolation ; the wives and children of many will go 
along with them; the recruits, unlimited becauſe 


unknown, will be a perpetual drain, till half 


the kingdom becomes half a kingdom of beaſts, 


inſtead of men; 'the gentry, at beſt, will be only 
graziers, and their lands, in ſome Places, hardly 


worth the en 


This, I ſay, will be, in all appearance, the leaſt 
evil to befall us, if this deſign take effect; and 


if we ſhould go to enumerate the dangers may 


_ ariſe from it, to the Proteſtant intereſt of this 


* . 


kingdom, the ſafety of our government, in Bri- 


tain as well as Ireland, and the preſent eſtabliſn- 
ment of both, it were difficult to ſay where we 


ſhould begin, or where we ſhould end the cata- 
logue. | 
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(6) 8 
We are told theſe men are to be delivered 
over to a foreign Prince, and to become his 
ſubjects. Are they to be his ſubjects as ſoon as 
lifted, and is he to inliſt by his own officers here? 


it may be anſwered, by officers paid by him, 
but ſtill ſubjects to the king of England. I deny 
it, they are ſubjects of the Pope, and him only 
do they mentally acknowledge; they may ſwear 


allegiance to King George, and abjure whom you 


pleaſe, both are venial, when hereſie is to be ſup- 


preſſed, and by the Council of Trent (the Mag- 
na'Charta of Popery) _ ſtand aploined betete 


hand. 


4 an again, are theſe men to be armed here? 
if not, how are they to be diſciplined, unleſs with 
ſticks, as was done in king James's time, when 
the good duke of Ormond refuſed them arms, 
though he could not prevent their being raiſed ; 


if they are to be armed, they will be good auxi- 


liaries tothe Levellers, now ravaging one quarter 
of the kingdom. It may be ſaid, their com- 
manders will be anſwerable for their fidelity : 


Can they anſwer for their own tenants, who, it 
is notorious here, are the -ringleaders of theſe 


Levellers ? 


Put this danger is more trifling to what may 


arile from another quarter, 1t will be an ever- 


Og 
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laſting and licenſed reſources for France to fa 


her Iriſh Brigades from, and make them truly 
Iriſh, which they are now only nominally, there 


not being one in three Iriſh, but Scots, Germans, 


Lombards, or any but French, that they can 
pick up. It may be ſaid, they will be conducted 
carefully to another Power; grant it; but will 
that Power hinder their deſerting to France, by 

whole brigades ? or will not their commanders 
connive at their deſertion, when they can ſo 


readily recruit them here, and do a double ſer- 
vice to France, by ſupplying it with men, and 


making another Prince pay for them. 


It is jeſting with common ſenſe, and perpetual 


experience, not to mention the rooted' princi- 


ples of Papiſts, to fay it can be otherwiſe. 


France i is the object of their blind love, and im- 
plicit adoration ; to aggrandize which effectually, 
they would give body and goods in this world, 
and willingly make ſome ſtay at Purgatory in 
the next; did they ever or could they con- 
ceal their joy when any ſucceſs has attended 
the arms of France ? They who live among 
them know they cannot, whatever aukward pro- 
feſſions of the contrary, the more artful and diſ- 


guiſed among them may make; they have no 
other hope of eſtabliſhing the religion they are 
bound 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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3 "EN? to ſpread and. promote, by the very na- 
ture of it (if I may uſe the expreſſion. where all 

is unnatural and inhuman) but by having the 

power of France encreaſed to a degree, that will 


brook no controul, but will deal out Crowns and 
Sceptres at pleaſure, till it be in their favourite 


phraſe, © One God, one Faith, one King over - 


Europe.“ 
+: © SYS condition of this kingdom is, 
the moſt. peculiar on earth. Two thirds of her 


people, to uſe their own intimidating words in 


a late addreſs to the publick, ſworn enemies to 
the Conſtitution, as it ſtands in Church and 
State; ever plotting to weaken the props and 


pillars that ſupport it; making daily proſelytes 


to their deſigns among the unwary, the timo- 


Tous, and the ſelfiſh, who are otherwiſe no friends 


to theſe deſigns, though they forward them on 
an expectation, that it will do no hurt to indulge 
them in this and tother conceſſion, not an 
inch of which purchaſe they ever let go, but 


riſe in their demands on every freſh conde- 


ſcenſton. I ſay, conſidering this, is it not a- 
mazing they ſhould find friends and advocates 
among the entruſted guardians of that very con- 


ſtitution theſe people are labouring to overthrow ? 
and yet, amazing as it is, I am told it is fo, not 
only among gurſelves, but among our neigh- | 


bours too. 


The 


* 
1 
1 


pt 
5 
1 


- * 
% 9 oy W 
* 


The whole proceeding of this alfhir his ſome⸗ | 
"Magi in it unaccountably myſterious, if, as 1 
am told, it is now denied, that the ſcheme had 
its riſe here as was firſt ſaid, from an offer made 


by the principal Roman Catholicks, and their 


propoſals forwarded for approbation and ſtrong- 


ly recommended over ; if ſo, why this ſecrecy ? 


if it was recommended from the other fide, it 
is equally difficult to be accounted for, unleſs. 


we ſuppoſe one or other of theſe two caſes, ei- 


ther that the M—y there are utter ſtrangers 
to the circumſtances of this Country, or elſe, 
that they make light of any miſery they may in- 
volve us in, to ſerve any purpoſe, however tri- 
fling, of their own. In favour of their honour 
and fidelity, I am inclined to ſuppoſe it was the 
firſt of theſe that gave birth to the ſcheme, and 


not any inclination to ſport with our undoing. 
People, at a diſtance, naturally ſuppoſe, that no 
man who holds the reins, of Got is igno- 
rant of the genius and conſtitution of the peo- 
ple to be governed but it has been otherwiſe, 


and may poſſibly be ſo now; and the writer of 


this letter moſt ſolemnly declares, that he was 


witneſs to the ſurprize teſtified by one in very 


great Ration, when he was informed, that Po- 


pPery was not the eſtabliſhed religion of Ireland. 


But although ſupreme ignorance was the cauſe, it 
ſeems ſtrange it ſhould not have been correct- 
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ed hs thoſe here who had an 3 of con- 


ſulting with the moſt intelligent, and beſt affect- 


ed in the kingdom, before they entered on a 


meaſure ſo apparently hurtful in its conſequen- 
ces; for 1 am bold to affirm, and think I can 
prove, that wherever this ſcheme was hatched, 
whoever midwifed it to the world, or nurſed 


and foſtered it up after, the wit of man could 


not have invented another ſo probably effectual 


to deliver this nation into the hands of France, 


at this critical conjuncture, of boundleſs con- 
queſts and unparalleled indolence, on the ſide of 


B 


-N. 


By the ſucceſs of his Majeſty's arms in all 


ſpirit of their own innumerable armies, the 
houſe of Bourbon is become an object of con- 
tempt, rather than of terror. Rut though her 
force be deſpicable, her machinations may be 
formidable. Scandalouſly mean, though pre- 


poſterouſſy proud, not ceaſing to glory in the 


midſt of ſhame, ſhe has recourſe to the vileſt 


means that a daſtard ſpirit can deviſe, or bigot- 
ted cruelty can execute, to compaſs the ends 


of her wild ambition, and inhuman revenge. 


Invaſion and maſſacre are the laſt effort her de- 


{pair has to make. The attempt is deſperate, 
but i it may ſucceed, though every wiſe Precau- | 


tion 


(11) 
tion, with the moſt determined bravery, were 
put in uſe to prevent it: and much more likely 
to ſucceed, if it ſnould happen, that the means 

aa to prevent it, prove effectual to forward 

and that thoſe, who have the direction of af- 

425 keep their eye on one object only of ad- 

vantage, whilſt others ſtare them in the face, 

that threaten inevitable ruin. 


1 is faid; the aach of the meaſure is ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify the proceeding, and is a ſaying 
worthy of the _ of a long, weak and ever 
gulled ad- It has been, and not out of 
memory, 4 le meaſure, to help our ene- 
mies to beat our fleets and armies z to ſet cow- 


ard commanders over them; and, if that 

were not ſufficiently provident, to order thoſe very 

cowards, the better to prevent miſtakes, not to 

moleſt the enemy, or hinder their operations 

againſt us. It has been a neceſſary meaſure to 

v8 bribe the generals of armies in the > pay of England. 

do induce them to march, though they refuſed 

| to fight, a few miles from rheir quarters. It 

hhas been a neceſſary meaſure to permit a major- 

| general of France to raiſe armies in Ireland 

for the French King*, though to the great ho- 

FF 7our of our Government here, they refuſed to 
Eu obey the order, and the deſign was ſet aſide. 
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1 were endleſs to enumerate 13 5 neceſſary 


meaſures that a blundering M- has adopted, 


and were neceſſary for nothing, but their pri- 


vate profit or ſecurity; 1 and are we now to have 


another neceſſary meaſure ? I would aſk, neceſ- 


ſary for what? I know nothing it can be neceſ- 
ſary for, uninformed as I am as to the extent of 
the Scheme, but the depopulating half the king- 
dom, and aſſiſting France to make good terms, 
when her friends here ſhall be formidable, or 
after being tranſported ſhall join her there. If 


it is ſaid, © to ſecure the dominions of a foreign 
Prince our ally,” it is nonſenſe. That Prince 


will be ſecure, or undone, before theſe men can 


aid him, unleſs the rumour of ſo many brave 


fellows coming to his aſſiſtance, (who, by the 


way, are not overfond of him) may terrify his 


enemies, and ſpread the ſame fright over their 


dominions, that the wild Iriſb did once over 


England. But they know the Iriſh too well to 
be afraid of them. They deſire nothing more 
than to ſce them embodied under popiſh Officers, 


and popiſh Chaplains for their inſtructers; they'll 
ſoon be on their ſide; and though the Iriſh have 


them not in the ſame adoration with the French, 
yet they love them as well, as being, they are 
ure, deſcended from chem, and being better lov- 


cd of them than by ark, who uſe them like 
| dogs, 


7 28 


dogs, though they are the chief Renal their 
armies, There is a mutual hatred between the 


| ſubjects of the Prince they are to defend, and 


the Triſh, and however willing we may be to give 


them, if he is any thing wiſer than we are, 


a thing at preſent very poſſible, he will not 
truſt them in the heart of his dominions. 


It is propoſed by ſome I have converſed with, 


that though they are to be raiſed under tHe no- 


tion of ſerving in Europe, they ſhould be ſent 
to America, to replace the like number of proteſ- 


rant ſoldiers there, who ſhould go in their deſtin- 


ed place; but this I cannot in the leaſt credit, 


nor ſuppoſe our government capable of ſuch a 


baſe proceeding, though ſomething very like it 
has been pretty W done elſewhere. 


Though I tire you with the length of this let- 


ter, I muſt beg your patience to touch only on 


ſome more inconſiſtencies of this ſcheme, with 


others ſtrongly recommended by our g t. 


On the firſt rumour of it, all recruiting for 
the corps juſt voted in parliament was over; 


the papiſt volunteers reſerved themſelves for 


theſe, where their commanders, as well as them- 
ſelves, ſhould be catholick, their ſerjeants, 
corporals, and drummers, [if drummers of that 


religion may be 1 as well as chaplains; all 
W 


a 


. which were to be, as they ien dt, their com- 


panions. Thoſe of the papiſts who had liſted 
in proteſtant corps, [where, it muſt be owned, 
| they have been ſerviceable,] began immediately 
to deſert in numbers, and, until the - ſcheme 
ſhould take effect, have joined a new levy be- 


gun hereabouts under the name of Fhite-boys, 


or Levellers, which laſt too are become ſtout, on | 
the hope of being incorporated with the other. 


Now, fir, it muſt be a very neceſſary meaſure 
indeed, that indiſpenſably muſt be taken with 
all theſe, and many more unforeſeen evils at- 
tending it. It muſt be a meaſure on which, 
one would think, the ſafety of Great Britain de- 
| pended ; for as to that of Ireland, it is a ſecon- 
dary conſideration, and may be thought of at 


leiſure. If I am not right i in this conjecture, 1 
ſhall make no other, only obſerve, that on the 
laſt quarrel between our old ally and his neigh- 
bour, admiral Norris went to his aſſiſtance with 
ten line ſhips, and frigates i in proportion, all to 
be paid by our ally; who might have paid them, 
and, was ſaid, did pay them, but for certain Eng- 


land paid them too: no {mall {um for left hand 
ules. | 


For a farther encouragement to our Catholick 
friends, I am told, you are paſſing a bill to re- 
Peal, in 1 part, the acts for preventing the 

growth 


( 1 5 0 


: growth of paper); 3 or, which ! is the une thing, a 


bill to forward the growth of* popery, is now un- 
der your conſideration ; it ought to be well confi. 
dered, and, I hope, if it paſſes, it will be in a 
full houſe, and not inſidiouſly carried through 


by intereſted People, or by ſmall numbers. 


A 3 heard it 3 that you Would do 


well to repeal all thoſe laws. If fo, our forefa- 
thers were not fo wiſe as we are; and yet ap- 
pearances are on their tide, that [1 mean only in 


this point] they were wiſer than is poſlible for 


us to be now. They were witneſſes to the tem- 
per and behaviour of Papiſts, before checked by 
theſe laws, and when the ſpirit of popery had a 


full range to exert in, and they experienced its 


fatal effects. Will you ſay, it is a different thing 
now from what it was then? Impoſlible, it is 


always the ſame, ever temporizing, yet ever 


true, to the invariable maxims of holy church, 
in religion and government. To extend the firſt, 
by extirpation of hereſie; and the ſecond, by 
exciting rebellion againſt all ſtates and kingdoms, 
that do not own her empire over them to be juſt 


and of right divine. Iriſh popery, tis true, in 


ſome degree, differs from other popery where it 
is the eſtabliſhed religion. The notion of be- 


ing oppreſſed, that is, not at liberty to do What 


we will, gives an additional malignity to what is 


malignant 


a t i in *'Y and whets 6s mind to acts i 


of revenge and cruelty. Hence we may account 


for the unparalleled inhumanity it exerted in the 
times of Charles and James in this maſſacred 
country, and will be exerted again when oppor- 
tunity offers. It 1 is a jeſt to ſay, it is different 


now from what it was then, ſave only i in this 


ſingle inſtance; it was then a tyger let looſe, . 
and is now a tyger chained ; will you ſlip the 
chain? Do, it is but an experiment, and if it 
fail your expectation 1 in the event, 89 5 all means 
faſten it Ju 


I am, &c. 
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